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OBITUARY. 

GENERAL EDWARD  FROME,  late Colonel  CGmmandant Royal 
Engineers,  was  born  on  the  7th of January, 1802. He died on 
the  12th of February, 1890.  As a Cadet a t  Woolwich he  studied 
engineering  under Professors Olinthus Gregory and  Peter Rarlow, 
and  attended  the science lectures of Michael Faraday. In all  his 
examinations  while  there,  and  for  his commission in  the Royal 
Engineers,  he took the first place. 

In 1827 as a First Lieutenant of Royal  Engineers  he  was  sent  to 
Canada,  where he made the whole of the  surveys for the Rideau 
Canal from Ottawa  to  Kingston,  and  superintended  the  work  or 
the main part of it, from its commencement to its completion. 

In  1833 he was  appointed  Instructor of Surveying  and En- 
gineering a t  Chatham, and published the first  edition of his work 
on engineering,  which has since  reached its fourth  edition,  and is 
a standard work. I n  1839 he  was  appointed Surveyor-General of 
Sonth  Australia,  and  accepted the office on the condition that  he  was 
to  have sole control of his  work and not  be as  regarded it in  any 
way subject to receive instructions from the Governor. The  land 
affairs of the Colony were at  \that  time  in a state of chaos, such 
surveys  as  had been made  being  isolated  and  grossly  inaccurate, 
and  having cost on an average 2s. 6d. per acre. 

Captain  Frome, in a  comparatively short time, brought the 
work,  which had been so serionsly in  arrear as  to place the 
authorities  in most awkward  predicaments,  well in advance of 
requirements, and reduced the cost from 2s. 6d. to 2;d. per acre. 

He also undertook  the office  of Colonial Engineer,  where he 
introduced  important economies. His surveys embraced the whole 
of the  known  parts of South  Australia and, in  addition,  a con- 
siderable part which  he  explored for the  first time. Captain 
Frome  returned on sick  leave in 1849, and in  1850 was in 
command of the operations a t  Seaford, in which 24,000  Ibs. of 
gunpowder, the  largest charge hitherto exploded a t  one time,  were 
employed to  throw a  portion of the cliff into  the sea so as to form 
a groin or embankment  against the creeping of the shingle. In 
1851 he was  appointed  Surveyor-General of Mauritius,  but resigned 
in 1858 on account of ill-health  brought on as before by arduous 
duties  in a  tropical climate. 

In 1858  he made, at  the request of the Colonial Office, a full 
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report on the  civil  and  military  engineering questions  which  had 
arisen on account of the recent  inroads of the sea in the  Island of 
Heligoland,  and  this  report  has been the basis of the subsequent 
works on the island. I n  1859 he  was  appointed  Commanding  Royal 
Engineer in Ireland,  and  in 1863, on the  resignation  by  Sir  John 
Burgoyne of the post of Her Majesty’s  Inspector-General of Fortifica- 
tions, Colonel Frome  was  named to succeed him;  but on the  Treasury 
raising some difficulties as  to  Sir  John Burgoyne’s retiring pension, 
Sir John was  re-appointed to the post for a  further five years, and 
Major-General  Frome  went  out as Commanding  Royal Engineer  to 
Gibraltar,  where as senior officer of the  garrison he  replaced the 
Governor,  Sir  Richard  Airy,  as  Governor in his absence on leave at  
various times, and on the definite retirement of Sir  John Bnrgoyne 
in 1868 he succeeded that officer as Her Majesty’s Inspector-General 
of Fortifications  and  Head of the Corps of Royal  Engineers. He 
continued  as  Inspector-General till the office was  abolished by 
Mr. Cardwell,  when  he  was offered and  accepted the Governorship 
of Guernsey.  Since his  retirement from  active service he  has 
retained  the keenest interest in his old profession. 

General  Frome  was elected an Associate of the  Institution on 
the  15th of May, 1838, and was  unanimously  nominated by  the 
Council  as an Honorary  Member, to  which  position  he  was  elected 
on the  4th of February, 1890. He lived  to express, through  his 
daughter,  his  gratification at  the honour  done  him, but a  few days 
later  his  long  and  distinguished career  was  peacefully ended. 

WILSON  BELL was  born at  Glasgow on the  29th of May, 1839. 
His  father, Thomas Bell, was  a  merchant of that  city,  and  the son 
was educitted first at  the Grammar School at  Renfrew,  and  subse- 
.quently at  the Grammar School at  Paisley. He was  articled to, 
Mr. Martin,  a  civil  engineer  practising in Glasgow, and had the 
.advantage of attending  the  engineering classes under Professor 
Rankine at  Glasgow  University. 

After  the  expiration of his  pupilage  he  obtained an appointment 
.on the Recife and SZo Francisco  Railway, in the Province of Per- 
nambuco,  Brazil, of which  the  late Mr. W. M. Peniston  was  the 
Chief Engineer.  The coast section of the  line had then been 
completed  and  opened for traffic,  and Mr. Bell  was  posted to  one of 
the  upper sections as  Assistant  Engineer,  remaining  there till the 
undertaking was  completed. On coming home in 1863, he  accepted 
employment in Russia, but being offered an appointment on the 
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